Social Studies and World Citizenship

be merely political, economic or even social history. It must
embrace all those activities which have taken part in shaping
and guiding human development. If it is to be a sincere
social study, it must break away from the traditions of the
teaching now holding sway in many British schools, German
Gymnasien and French lycees.

A SUGGESTED SCHEME

To develop the idea of world history, the course of study
might centre round six topics :

(1)  The Mesopotamian and Egyptian civilizations with
the important inventions of writing and land surveying and
the beginnings of astronomy.

(2)  Greek culture, stressing the Greek love of science, art
and philosophy.

(3)  Roman culture, emphasizing the elements of that
culture which have endured and made a permanent contri-
bution, particularly the idea of codified law.  The temporary
efficiency of the Romans in military affairs may be noted;
but it should be subordinated to their real and permanent
contributions to civilization.

(4)  The Middle Ages, stressing the spiritual control of
the Church and the emergence of a national State in Great
Britain, a national State which has inevitably become very
dependent upon co-operation with other countries,

(5)  The periods of revolutions, emphasizing the rise of
liberty of thought and research as an ideal; the beginnings
of international law and the first modern signs of scientific
method and achievement,

(6)  The period of unification with stress on the Industrial
Revolution, the * shrinkage' of the earth due to increased
facilities for communication and transport, the rapid growth
of international commerce and culture, the extension of man's
control over Nature and the beginnings of international
arbitration,
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